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Teaching Leadership through Adventur!
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E c u a d o r  a n d  t h e  G a l a p a g o s

What drew you to the Ecuador 

program? “I chose Ecuador because 

it would give me a chance to practice 

my spanish and be fully engaged in 

the Ecuadorian culture. By being 

immersed in the language I was able 

to improve my skills immensely in a 

short period of time.”

L E A F  N E W S !

“Thank you to LEAF for giving me this amazing opportunity. I am 

forever changed by my experiences in Ecuador.” Amy, 16

1st Annual LEAF Concert 
Fundraiser was a Huge Success!

The first annual LEAF fundraiser concert 

and gift auction was held at Paul’s Tavern in 

Belmar, NJ on May 3rd. There were over 200 

people in attendance. Thanks to all of your 

generous donations we raised over $8000!! 

The proceeds helped 10 deserving students 

experience the “Longacre Magic” in Maine, 

Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, 

Ecuador, Ireland, and Costa Rica.

Q&A with LEAF student Amy

 2008 FEATURED SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Duration:  22 days

Locales:  Ecuador, Galápagos

Highlights :  Community Service, Cultural Immersion, Day Hiking, 

Homestay, Horseback Riding, Rain Forest Touring, Sea Kayaking, 

Snorkeling, Spanish Immersion, Surfing, White Water Rafting

During the trip, the group hiked 

to the summit of Mt. Cotopaxi at 

16,700 ft. Did you feel you were 

up for this physical challenge? “I 
had no previous experience and was a 
little nervous about the challenge. I 
may have hiked a little slower or 
stopped to catch my breath more 
frequently than others but the physical 
challenges were more fun and 
rewarding than they were strenuous- 
even for me.”

You took part in quite a few hours 

of community service projects. Tell 

us about your most memorable 

project.“Painting the mural on the wall 
in the community center in Agato was 
one of my favorite projects. We painted a 
condor and an eagle flying past the words 
“Unity and “Peace”, both in English and 
Spanish. Our goal was to prove to the 
Ecuadorians, and ourselves, that while we 
live very different lives we still have the 
same wants and needs-- peace, 
happiness and gratitude.”

Mural Painted
titled

“Unity & Peace”
 at the
 Agato

Community 
Center

What was your personal highlight? 
“I couldn’t pick-- maybe walking with the little 
girl on the streets of Agato (below), maybe 
making it to the refugio of Mt. Cotopaxi, 
maybe snorkeling with sea lions on my first 
sighting of the Pacific Ocean...I can’t decide.”

Amy with her new Ecuadorian friend

Keep your eyes peeled for more 
information on the

LEAF Family Adventure Day

This years fundraiser will be held in early 
Spring. Bring the whole family and join us for 

a day of outdoor adventure and fun! Date 
and location to be announced! 

Stay tuned!!
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ABOUT LEAF...
Teaching  L eadership  through  Adventur!

Our Mission at LEAF is to empower financially 
disadvantaged students by helping them 
experience physical accomplishment, become 
more environmentally conscious, assume 
leadership roles, and grow in self
confidence.

Longacre Expeditions Adventure 

Foundation, LEAF- Is a Non-Profit 
Organization, established in January 2008, a tax 
exempt corporation under section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Service Code. All 
donations made to LEAF are tax deductible and 
go directly to LEAF to provide scholarships for 
students on a Longacre Expeditions summer 
program.

LONGACRE EXPEDITIONS

Since 1981 Longacre Expeditions has offered 
world-class,  multi-sport adventure trips for 
young people all around the globe. After 
spending a summer with Longacre Expeditions 
students walk away with a new skill mastered, 
personal independence, physical 
accomplishment, leadership qualities, and 
interpersonal growth. 

Full and partial scholarships are available to 
applicants who fit within the LEAF income 
criteria and have been approved by the LEAF 
Board of Directors. All potential recipients are 
interviewed by members of the 
Board of Directors in order to discuss 
financial need, qualifications, and the best 
program for that student. 

Nominations from the public for qualified and 
deserving students are also excepted. LEAF 
raises funds throughout the year with the 
help of contributions from generous 
individuals, foundations, businesses and 
events like the Annual Fundraiser
                                                                                                      

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Bob Lightbody, Brian McCourt, Irene Devine,  
Roger Smith and Andrea Schuett

S T U D E N T S  S A Y

“Challenging myself to do things I never 

dreamed of was astounding.” -Mikayla, 15

ÒAfter this month I don !t know how I will 
go back to my normal life the same 

person. Everything has become so 
different. I now appreciate the little things 

so much more.Ó

-May, 16

ÒThis was an unbelievable experience.  It 
opens your eyes to what natural beauty 

really is.

-Matthew, 15

JOIN OUR  MAILING LIST: 
Info@LEAFKids.org

W H O  W E  A R E  O U R  M I S S I O N W H O  C A N  A P P L Y
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T H A N K S  T O  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S
XCITE Bike, Bare Wire, Inlet Outlet, Weston 
Gallery, The Rail, Paul’s Tavern, Spa La Rue, Silva 
Orchids, 3rd Ave, Surf Shop, Waterlily, Katherine’s, 
Kate and Co., Salon Kokopelli, Tara Lauducci, 
Wine King, K&J Brooks, Frederick Galleries, PJ’S 
Car Wash, Little Gym, Gillardini, What to Wear, 
Charlotte West, Booketown, MHS Surf Team, 
Schuett Family, Harms Family, Jersey Shore Hot 
Yoga, Brielle Cyclery, Premier CARE Center, 
Garden State Rocks, Miles Ahead Sports, Donika 
Stearino, Shaun Robinson, Jones Family, Atlantic 
Club, Algonquin Arts Theater, Allaire Gymnastics, 
Pool and Spa Dr., E. Main St. Trattoria, Lakewood 
Blue Claws, Barlow’s Flowers, Sarah Ballard, 
Nicole Eckman,RD
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